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AGENDA ITEMS OF THE TAMIL NADU BIODIVERSITY BOARD MEETING TO BE HELD ON 29.10.2012

Agenda item

Brief note

Follow up action taken on Board
Meeting held on 14.10.2008

A sub-commitiee was constituted to frame norms for
identifying areas of Biodiversity heritage sites in Tamil
Nadu and to prepare Tamil Nadu rules for State
Biodiversity Board

» The first Sub-Committee Meeting under the
Chairmanship of Thiru R.Sundararaju, IFS, Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden
was held on 28.2.2009

e Tamil Nadu Rules for State Biodiversity Board have
been prepared and sent to Government in Principal
Chief Conservator of Forests(HoFF)
Ref.No.WL4/8702/2004 dated for approval.

e |t was decided to include the important “Sacred
Groves” which are rich in biodiversity, as heritage
sites. The list is in the process of finalization.

» The District Collectors of 31 Districts in Tamil Nadu
were addressed for the formation of BMCs in their
respective Districts through the Secretary
Environment & Forests Government of Tamil Nadu

» The Sub-Committee finalized the formation of 10
BMCs in areas rich in Biodiversity.

» 4 Biodiversity Management Committees in Ramnad Is
formed. Rs. 32.25 lakhs has been requested in
Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board Letter to release fund
from National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai.

Allotment of land for construction of
Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board office
at Chemmenchery village,
Sholinganallur Taluk, Chennai

One hectare of land in S.No.574/10 for National Biodiversity
Authority and 1.12.5 ha of land in S.No.574/7 for Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board in Chemmenchery village , Sholinganallur
Taluk is in process of allotment for construction of office.

Staff pattern of Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board

As per G.0.44, Environment & Forests (FR 5) department,
dated 14.5.2009, the following staff have been sanctioned

Administrative Officer -1

Superintendent -1
Console Operator -1
Assistant -3
Office Assistant -2

8

The above B8 posts have been sanctioned for the

Board with instructions to fill up the staff from surplus

staff existing in the Forest Department. Among

them, one post of Console Operator has been filled

up from Forest Department on deputation. Now, Government
in G.0.187, Environment & Forests (FR 5) Department
dated 27.7.2012 have permitted Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden to employ retired officials.
Act ion is being taken to fill up the posts Two retired
Office Assistants have been appointed on contract basis. The
post of Personal Assistant and Superintendent are in process
for appointment.




Agenda item

Brief note

Creation of State Biodiversity Fund
and hold Biodiversity Fund

A corpus fund of Rs.5.00 lakhs has been deposited In Tamil |
Nadu Biodiversity Board account sanctioned by National
Biodiversity Authority, Chennai and Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden is operating
the account.

Government have been addressed to change the account in
the name of Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Board
as per the Act.

Constitution of
Management Committee

Biodiversity

The first Biodiversity Management Committee has been
formed in Vadamadurai block of Dindigul District by
Prof Natarajan, Member, TNBB in the month of February,
2011,

Dr.Arivudai Nambi, Principal Scientist, M.S.Swaminathan
Research Foundation has been nominated to form
5 Biodiversity Management Committees at block level.
A proiect for Rs.2,50,000/- and Rs.1,00,000/- was already
released to M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation.

Action is being pursued to form Biodiversity
Management Committees in the following Districts by
the following Scientists.

1 Dr. V. Arivudai Nambi, 3 5
M.5.Swaminathan Management
Research Foundation, Committee's in
Chennai Ramanathapuram,
Namakkal, Thanjavur,
Pudukottai and Dindigul
Districls
Out of 5§ BMCs, one at
Kolli hills (Namakkal)
has been formed
Dindigul, Salem and
Theni Districts

Biodiversity

2 Prof. R. Natarajan,
Member, Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board

3 Prof Narasimhan,
Madras Christian
College, Chennal

Villupuram and

Cuddalore Districts

Establishment of People’s
Biodiversity Register

After the formation of Biodiversity Management Committees,
the People's Biodiversity Register will be prepared.

Framing of Tamil Nadu Biodiversity
Rules

Presently, Tamil Nadu Rules for State Biodiversity Board has
been prepared and submitted to Government for approval vide
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden
Ref No.WL4/8702/2004

Granting of permission for access to
bio-resources under section 31 of
Biological Diversity Act 2002

Annexure enclosed

Draft guidelines for Biodiversity
Management Committee prepared by
BMC Task Force

Annexure enclosed.

Any additional with

permission of chair

subject




J Note on Agenda item 5 : Biodiversity Management Committees
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. The first Biodiversity Management Committee has been formed in Vadamadurai block of Dindigul District by
‘Frof.Natarajan, Member, TNBB in the
month of February, 2011,

Dr.V.Arivudai Nambi, Principal Scientist, M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai has submitted a
proposal on “Building capacities of PRIs for formation of Biodiversity Management Commitiees under the Biological
Diverstiy Act, 2002" for establishing 5 Biodiversity Management Committee in 5 locations (Kolli hills, 2. Pudukkottai,
3. Dindigul, 4. Tanjavur 5. Ramnad) in Tamil Nadu that are fitted into the classical Tamil Landsape framework —
Kuriniji, Mullai, Marutham and Neythal. Each of chosen sites are rich in forests resources and genetic resources,
animal and livestock genetic resource, seaweed and fishery resources reflecting a range of ecologist and
ligvelihood in which people live and operate. Prepare PR in consult //ation with the local people. (Dr.V.Arivudai
Nambi, Principal Scientist, M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation, Chennai letter dated 26.3.2010). The proposal
has been recommended to National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai for formation of 5 Biodiversity Management
Committees with a grant of Rs.2,50,000/- (Rs.50000/- per each BMC). The preparation of People's Biodiversity
Register (FBR) may be taken up separately by the Biodiversity Management Committees themselves from their
own resources. (Ref.No.WL4/17842/2010 dated 8.12.2010)

2. National Biodiversity Authority has stated that fhey are not in a position to give any additional grant over and
above Rs.50,000/- per each Biodiversity Management Committee in its formation and for completion of first phase
of PBR. (National Biodiversity Authority letter no,9/49/2005-Tech/2722 dated 15.12.2010.

3. The above fact has been informed to Dr.V.Arivudai Nambi, Principal Scientist, M.S.Swaminathan Research
Foundation, Chennai and request form the Biodiversity Management Committee in each location and to complete
1* phase of PBR (ie., initiation of PBR by collecting basic data which can be filled by a Biodiversity Management
Committee (Ref.No.WL4/17842/2010 date 7.1.2011)

4. National Biodiversity Authority has stated that each Biodiversity Management Committee will be given a one
time grant of rs.50,000 for establishment of Biodiversity Management Committee, opening of Bank Account in
authonzed Bank and completion of first phase of People’s Biodiversity Register, capacity building like trainging and
monitoring records of Biodiversity Management Committee. based on the proposal submitted by him for
establishment of 5 bmcs in Tamil Nadu and an amount of Rs.1.00 lakh was given on 31.1.2011 as 1% instalment for
implementing the project and complete 1* phase of PBR.

A Tamil version of PBR for the English version published by National Biodiversity Authority was prepared by
Dr.Arivudai Nambi, Principal Scientist, MSSRF, Chennai and regarding the activities carried out by him, report is yet
to be received

Detailed report about the name of the activities so far completed and amount spent thereon (WL4/17842/2010
dated 30.4.2012 & reminded in D.O. in letter no.WL4/17842/2010 dated 16.7.2012)

4 Biodiversity Management Committees in Ramnad is formed. Rs. 32.25 lakhs has been requested in Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board Letter to release fund from National Biodiversity Authority, Chennai.



Brief Note on Agenda item 6 : People’s Biodiversity Register

The following are the important points emerged from the discussion that are recorded in the minutes of the

meeting of TNBB held on 28-29, April 2008 at Ooty,

With regard fo the establishment of People’s Biodiversity Register the simplified model PBR used by West
Bengal, Karnataka and Kerala State Biodiversity Boards have to be followd as model.

Since the Biodiversity Management Commitiee does not have experience on the preparation of PBR the
West Bengal system of hiring Universities and research organization should be used in other States.

State Biodiversity Boards such as Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh have used local NGO's who have
previous experience on biodiversity aspects for the preparation of PBR and so far eight PBR's have been released.

The simplified methodology already prepared by the National Biodiversity Authority has to be sent to all
State Biodiversity Boards for comments and those State Biodiversity Boards who have prepared the PBRs should
be sent to National Biodiversity Authority for incorporation left out points.

Brief note on Agenda item 7 Frﬁming of Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Rules :

Framing of Tamil Nadu Biodiversity Rules

1. The Draft rules has been prepared and sent to Government for approval on 31.12.08 in File
No.WL4/8702/2004

The revised draft rule has been sent on 30.3.2009
Draft reply sent on certain issues raised by Government on 22.12.10
Modified draft rules sent on 19.5.2011

Now the draft rule is revised and sent for approval of Government in Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests & Chief Wildlife Warden Ref.No.WL48702/2004
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